B) CHURCH LIFE

11. Growth in faith in past 2 years? Yes 49; Not sure 31; No 25 

12. Requesting help with living out their faith:

read/study bible 14  ; prayer 15 ; 

discerning gifts 7; sharing faith 5 

13. How should the church prioritise the following (those according 1=highest)

Encourage young families*     

Supporting isolated/elderly *  

Serve our neighbours 

Mission to schools  

Comfort the bereaved 

Care for Creation 

Address injustice 

* Almost all wanted these included. 

C) SOCIAL ACTION 

14. What issues really concern you and your neighbours, who are other stakeholders and who is the best person to talk to:

Responses included environment/green issues; welcome new people/care for elderly/ 

Other suggestions                                                Be more relevant!/Too many bishops!/historical tours/more outreach/ Coffee before service /praise evenings /Learn to share our lives as a church 



AG 14.9.21 

Ham Hill Villages Consulting the church: A preliminary summary 
Part one: worshipping community.

Respondent Sample Characteristics:

115 people [Chiselborough 18; Middle Chinnock 8; Mont acute 17; Norton 22; Odcombe 10; Stoke 28; West Chinnock 8] + 4 visitors

Note: This represents a high proportion of worshipping community for most churches – fortunately wardens have enabled the temporary non attenders also to contribute.  Odcombe was missing a few.

Age

94% were over 60 years of age.  Note:  no under 30s or young families responded to this consultation - partly because there are no regular family services/informal services at present.

Church involvement

Many were involved in some aspect of church life, 46% in the worship or, for example, cleaning and flowers; 32% attend a prayer or bible study group.  35% were not involved in any church activity or worship role.  Length of involvement  - 63% had attended church for more than 20 years (8>50!).  [Only 11 people had joined the church in the last 5 years and a further 20 within the last 20 years.]

Results

WORSHIP

Worship frequency

66 people usually attended every week and 31 on a monthly pattern; 6 came only occasionally or at festivals and 4 worshipers were online only at present.

Types of worship that were preferred/nurtured faith:

	CW Communion with hymns
	Morning Prayer with hymns
	Informal contemporary
	Quiet said service
	Taize/

Celtic
	Family Service

	79%
	59%
	32%
	41%
	30%
	35%


3.  Of those who attend the church at present, 106 prefer Sunday mornings      and 11 also like Sunday evenings, 4 also like midweek and 5 don’t mind.

4. Choice of service pattern:

71% prefer the same time every week ; 10% don’t mind and 18% prefer alternating time pattern [early one week and later the next].   43% prefer to worship earlier and 33% prefer to worship later on a Sunday morning, and 18% are ambivalent.  See below for patterns of preferences for each church.

	Church
	Total No
	Same time each week
	Alternat-ing times
	don’t mind
	Earlier

time
	Later time
	don’t mind

	Chiselborough   
	18
	11
	2
	5
	9
	5
	4

	Middle Chinnock
	8
	4
	4
	-
	3
	1
	4

	Montacute
	17
	16
	1
	-
	8
	8
	1

	Norton
	22
	13
	6
	3
	10
	5
	7

	Odcombe
	10
	9
	0
	1
	5
	4
	1

	Stoke*
	28
	21
	5
	2
	12
	10
	

	West Chinnock
	8
	5
	2
	1
	1
	4
	3

	TOTALS
	111
	79
	20
	12
	48
	37
	20


Stoke has had two congregations – 1 BCP/early weekly and 1 contemporary/ late weekly - preferences were clearly reflected  in       these 2 groups

5. What elements of church worship do you most value                                       (no. scoring 4 or 5 on scale of 1-5)

	Liturgy
	Hymns/songs
	Prayers
	Readings/

sermon
	Coffee/

chat 
	Comm-union
	Chat with minister

	54
	80
	73
	69
	43
	74
	28


Suggested worship for new people (nos of responses):


6. What types of worship would you invite friends and family to?

Informal (24); Festivals (19);(unsure/blank(23) None/never (4); + wide variety of others

7. What types of worship should we offer young families?

Family service (26); Informal/participative (15); Don’t know/blank (27); and others included eg Messy Church, Outdoor, Simple, midweek pram, afternoon etc

8. What types of worship should we offer enquirers:

Informal and contemporary (22)  Groups eg Alpha (7) Unsure/blank (48) + 20 misc.

9. Online worship

This was introduced in April 2020 in response to the pandemic and has continued weekly ever since. 60% thought we should continue providing online; 6% said no, and 34% were unsure.


10. Personal visits to church building (to worship God or pray): 

21 each week, 68 visit occasionally/on special occasions, 23 never visit

