Ham Hill Villages Benefice  

DRAFT Environment and Climate Change Policy

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;”
Psalm 24:1 (NIV)
Our Calling
“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth” The Fifth Mark of Mission
“We are all called to care for the earth and have a responsibility to live creatively and sustainably in a world of finite resources” Lambeth Declaration 2015 
Our Belief
We recognise from Scripture that God delights in His creation, where all things are in relationship with each other and with Him
And seek to proclaim and celebrate this good news of the Kingdom of God 
We acknowledge that our selfish human behaviour has ruptured that good relationship, affecting the earth and all its creatures
And seek to respond in repentance, and in loving service to all
We accept our God-given duty of care for creation and all life
And seek to show this care as part of the church’s mission and prophetic witness 
We believe we are called to both faith and action
And seek to live simply and to act justly in obedience to Christ
Our Decision
In March 2020, the diocese of Bath and Wells declared a climate and ecological emergency and decided to aim for net zero carbon emissions by 2030.

As a benefice in 7 villages in South Somerset, we will do our part. Over the next ten years, we will ensure that creation care is central to all our worship, thinking, actions and policies.

Our Action
Working to a clear plan for enhancing creation care throughout the benefice, 

we will seek to Change things within our direct control:
Become Eco Churches

Embed creation care within the teaching of our churches and missional activities

Achieve net-zero carbon emissions as far as possible across all our activities, and offset where necessary 
 Seek to reduce the impact of travel for meetings, attendance at services and for tourism-related activities

Adopt a creation-centric approach to investment management, where we have assets

Encourage PCCs, school governing bodies, multi-academy trust boards, and individuals to achieve similar change

Educate PCCs, church members and young people in creation care and equip them to take both practical and prophetic action, while recognising that many individuals are already engaged in this issue

Learn from theology and science, and from groups such as Somerset Wildlife Trust, Climate Stewards beyond the faith community, and respond accordingly

Co-operate locally with other Christian denominations, parish and district councils, and people involved in response to climate emergency

Our Way Forward
We acknowledge that addressing the current climate and ecological emergency is central to all aspects of our mission and is inherent to all five marks of mission. 
This policy is intended to inform a core aspect of parish thought and action over the next decade. 

Resourcing this new work is essential and to support its implementation we will appoint a volunteer co-ordinator of a Climate Response Action Group (HHV Green Future)and recruit a team of enthusiasts/activists to advise and direct actions.
Facilitate base line measurements – Energy Footprints for all our church buildings, Eco church audit, churchyard management plans (promoting biodiversity)
Make contact in every village with volunteer and public sectors, including councillors and schools and aim to collaborate on shared plans, including exemplar projects
Annually produce a rolling five-year action plan setting out detailed actions to achieve carbon zero by 2030. 
Celebrate steps on the way!
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