 

Morning Prayer for Ham Hill Village churches on Sunday 29th March
 
This service can be said aloud by ourselves, or, if in a household, join together in the words in bold. It can be displayed on a computer screen or fed through a television, or printed. To hear the linked songs/hymns  and see the lyrics, Control and click on the link and open ‘full screen’ icon. This service has some alternative songs for those who prefer contemporary music. The readings and sermon (listen or read) can be found at the end of the liturgy.

 
Hymn: O for a thousand tongues to sing (Lyngham)
https://www.youtube.com/embed/4O9kw3cILpg?rel=0
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all

 

This is the day that the Lord has made.

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
 
 
 

We are joining together from our own homes, in the name of Christ, to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God's holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to the service of God.

 
 
 

Confession and absolution 
 Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.'

So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. Come, let us return to the Lord and say:

Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw us to himself,

and cleanse us from all our sins

that we may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessed is the Lord,

for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
 therefore shall our hearts dance for joy

and in our song will we praise our God.
Hymn : Be thou my vision

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Whvfhdg3qw0?rel=0
Or 
Praise song: All Heaven Declares
https://www.youtube.com/embed/fP4W4qETHNg?rel=0
 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
 

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;

now and for ever.

Amen.
 
 
 
 

Collect/Prayer for the Day.
Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ

delivered and saved the world:

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 130 (see readings)
said together and followed by:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen.

 
 
 
 

Hymn: When I survey the wondrous cross
https://www.youtube.com/embed/4_fvFfPqjO4?rel=0
 Or 
Only by Grace (a modern song based on the Psalm)
https://www.youtube.com/embed/F21gQwATaac?rel=0

 
 

Scripture Readings (Old Teastament and Epistle - see readings):
 

  (followed by a time of silence).
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 

Gospel Canticle: The Benedictus 
1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

born of the house of his servant David.

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us,

4 To show mercy to our ancestors,
 and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace


 
 
 

Gospel Reading
 


 
 

Sermon or Talk (listen or read – at the end of this document)

 

 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory  to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


 

Prayers
 

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.
Almighty God,

we thank you for the gift of your holy word.

May it be a lantern to our feet, a light upon our paths, and a strength to our lives.

Take us and use us to love and serve all people in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
 Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake.
Amen.
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Merciful God,
we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain,
knowing that whenever danger threatens your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. Comfort and heal them, and restore them to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray    

All Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in Heaven

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,

For ever and ever. Amen
 

Hymn: There is a redeemer
https://www.youtube.com/embed/JDgZ1v3l9go?rel=0
A  Grace
 

May we find in Christ crucified

A strength in times of darkness,

A support in times of weakness,

And the assurance that life is eternal 
and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen 
 


 
 
 

( Material from this service is copyright to Archbishops Council 2000
Readings

Psalm 130 Waiting for Divine Redemption

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
2   Lord, hear my voice!
    Let your ears be attentive
   to the voice of my supplications!


3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
   Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,
   so that you may be revered.


5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
   and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord
   more than those who watch for the morning,
   more than those who watch for the morning.


7 O Israel, hope in the Lord!
   For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
   and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel
   from all its iniquities.

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37.1-14: The Valley of Dry Bones

37The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

Epistle: Romans 8.6-11

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Gospel: John 11.1-45 Jesus the Resurrection and the Life

11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Sermon by David Mangles.
 
 
Faith in a time of crisis (To listen to David instead of reading, go to https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GieZWFkcMMwo8wo_GueZ5ZibeYNFx1ge)
Ezekiel’s vision of a valley of dry bones is often taken as a picture of the state of the church – in need of the spirit of God to breathe life into it and revitalise it.  This seems particularly true at the moment when our church buildings are closed and we cannot meet together to worship.  It’s tempting in times of crisis like this to question what God is doing. We might ask “How is this helping to revitalise the Church?” It’s right to ask questions, but it helps to ask the right questions. 

In our gospel reading, the disciples have all sorts of questions about what Jesus is doing, as do Martha and Mary when Jesus eventually arrives in Bethany.  Here are some of the questions that occurred to me while reading this passage:

Question 1: Why did Jesus wait two days before setting out?

The NIV puts it like this: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days”

It was His love for Martha, Mary and Lazarus that caused him to wait!  Surely the loving thing to do would have been to heal him there and then as He did with the Centurion’s servant.  But if God doesn’t do what we expect, it’s because He has something better in mind.  

By waiting 2 days, Jesus was ensuring that Lazarus was truly dead by the time he arrived 4 days later.  (The Jews believed that the spirit hung around for 3 days before leaving for good).  This also gave time for mourners to gather.  This miracle was to have maximum impact on the family and friends, on the disciples and on the religious leaders.  It was to be the point of no return that would lead to Jesus’ death, as the disciples had rightly feared in v8. The verses immediately after our reading tell of the pharisees plotting to kill Him.

In v4 Jesus had told the disciples ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’  While Jesus was waiting for the right time, the disciples must have wondered “Why doesn’t He do something?”  But God’s plan was to take Jesus to the cross – that’s where he would be glorified.  And that’s where the love of God was shown to a fallen world.  Jesus always followed His Father’s plan, even when it didn’t seem like the right thing to do.
Question 2: Why is Jesus so upset when He knows what will happen?

Jesus feels the grief of his friends and the pain of bereavement.  Death is a curse on God’s good creation, brought about by sin - that is the rebellion against God that we all contribute to.  Jesus knows He is the answer to death (“I am the resurrection and the life” He tells Martha) but He knows also that many will reject His offer of life.

Jesus weeps in empathy towards Martha and Mary and the other mourners, showing his humanity before he demonstrates His divinity.  Jesus is still fully human as well as fully divine and still sympathises with us in our troubles, even when our troubles are of our own making.

Maybe also Jesus wept at the state of the world, knowing what he will have to endure to restore mankind to the life God intended - to restore us to a relationship with Him. We are reminded of the garden of Gethsemane when He shed, not tears, but drops of blood in His anguish at what he would have to go through.

Question 3: What does it mean to believe in Jesus?

“Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” Jesus asks Martha.

Martha replies that she believes He is the messiah, but along with the rest of the disciples, she doesn’t fully understand what this means. Jesus is patiently teaching them through His words and deeds who He is and why He has come into the world. 
“Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.” This implies that some did not believe, despite the overwhelming evidence, as the following verses show.  The problem was not the evidence, but their willingness to acknowledge Jesus as Lord of their lives.  The same is true today – what stops people believing in Jesus is not so much a lack of evidence, but an unwillingness to submit to His rule.  We naturally want to live life our own way rather than God’s way.  Faith is believing that God loves us, trusting that His plans are better than our plans, and so following where He leads us.  To have faith in the Son of God is far more important than to have health and comfort in this life. Such faith leads to eternal life.
Question 4:

What is the difference between the raising of Lazarus and the resurrection of Jesus?

The raising of Lazarus reveals Jesus’ divinity and shows that nothing is beyond the power of God, but Lazarus' resurrection was temporary – he didn’t live forever.  Jesus' resurrection was permanent – he was raised “imperishable” as Paul puts it in 1 Corinthians 15:42. Jesus is still alive and is a guarantee that we too will be raised to eternal life as He promises Martha in v26.  All physical healing is temporary, whether natural, medical or miraculous. However, healing of the spirit, life in Jesus, is permanent.


The Coronavirus is reminding many of their mortality, that life is fragile and we can only postpone death for so long, but Jesus reminds us: “I am the resurrection and the life”.  The important question is not “When will I die?” but “Do I believe in Jesus?”

Our epistle from Romans 8 highlights this by contrasting the flesh (death, sin, hostility to God) with the Spirit (Life, righteousness, submission to God)

“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.”  Real life comes through the Spirit of God, not through the postponement of death.

There is no cure and currently no vaccine to the Coronavirus and it may lead to a great many premature deaths.  However, there is a much more serious threat to life, which is endemic throughout the world, and that is sin – hostility to God, unwillingness to submit to His rule.  The good news is that there is a vaccine and a cure for sin and that is the cross.  Jesus’ death enables those who believe in Him to be healed of the disease of sin.  Romans 6:23 says “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Returning to our question about what God is doing in the current crisis:

We need to start by acknowledging the truth of Romans 8:28: “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”
So first we need to realise that God uses everything for His glory and to fulfil His plans and we need to pray, not just for those who are ill and that this virus would be defeated, but also that we would allow God to use this situation for our good and the good of His Church. 
Many of us are being forced to put our busy lives on hold and find that we have more time to do things we might not normally get around to doing.

We need to ask - How will I make the most of this time?  What’s most important? Not the buildings, not the services, not all the things we normally do.  In His mercy, God has temporarily taken these things away from us.  So let us come close to Him by spending time in prayer and in reading His word.  There are many resources available to help us in this, either online: 

e.g. www.biblegateway.com, www.bible.com, www.sermonindex.net or in books (available from www.thegoodbook.co.uk among others). I am currently reading “Enjoying God” by Tim Chester. If you would like some reading recommendations, then do ask me or Annie – we may be able to lend you a book or point you to a website.  I was recently sent this link by me daughter: https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/the_corona_virus_experiment
If you have any recommendations of books or online reading, then let us know so we can share it with others.

We need to remember that what is most important is not our Christian activities but our relationship with God - we need most of all to know God, to know His love and to love Him in response. 

May God bless you richly, according to His promises, in this time of change and uncertainty.

Ps 130:5-6
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,

    and in his word I hope;

my soul waits for the Lord

    more than those who watch for the morning,

    more than those who watch for the morning.
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