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A Virtual HHV Morning Prayer on Sunday; 22nd March 2020
 This service can be said aloud by ourselves, or, if in a household, join together in the words in bold. It can be displayed on a computer screen or fed through a television, or printed. The Readings and a short talk on them are at the end. The hymns have links to the internet and lyrics on screen so do join in!

 Hymn: All things Bright and Beautiful https://www.youtube.com/embed/iUnQMvwaXlc?rel=0

 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all


 

This is the day that the Lord has made.

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
 
 
 

We are joining together from our own homes, in the name of Christ, to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God's holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to the service of God.

 
 
 

Confession and absolution 
 Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.'

So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. Come, let us return to the Lord and say:

Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

May the Father of all mercies

cleanse us from our sins, and restore us in his image

to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessed is the Lord,

for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
 therefore shall our hearts dance for joy

and in our song will we praise our God.
Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace (to listen to!) https://www.youtube.com/embed/2svZhZT6Pro?rel=0

 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.   

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;

now and for ever.

Amen.
 
 
 
 

Collect/Prayer for the Day.

God of compassion,

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth,

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:

strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow

we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Psalm (see readings at the end)
said together and followed by:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen.

 
 
 
 

Hymn:  Bind us together 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/VuhIBLp5aHM?rel=0

 

 Scripture Reading(s) (see readings at the end)
 

  (followed by a time of silence).
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 

Gospel Canticle: The Benedictus 
1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

born of the house of his servant David.

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old

to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,

4 To show mercy to our ancestors,
 and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace


 
 
 

Gospel Reading (see readings at the end)
 


 
 

Sermon or Talk (at end of document)

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


 

Prayers
  (music suggested by Cilla to start us off https://youtu.be/ABICrYqG41w
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.
On this Mothering Sunday, we pray for all families: 

for mothers or fathers struggling to bring up children alone 

for families under strain – poor, homeless or housebound, unable to cope 

and for parents whose children have died, or who are separated from them. 

We pray for those who long for children but for whom this is not possible. 

May God strengthen and encourage all whose lives take a path different 

from the one they expected to take and let them know they are loved and needed by others. 

Amen

Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake.
Amen.
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Merciful God,
we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain,
knowing that whenever danger threatens your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. Comfort and heal them, and restore them to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray    

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in Heaven

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen
 

Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk&app=desktop
The Grace
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 
 


 
 
 ( Material from this service is copyright to Archbishops Council 2000
Readings for 22nd March

Psalm 34 11-20

 11 Come, O children, listen to me;
   I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12 Which of you desires life,
   and covets many days to enjoy good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil,
   and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Depart from evil, and do good;
   seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
   and his ears are open to their cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers,
   to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
17 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,
   and rescues them from all their troubles.
18 The Lord is near to the broken-hearted,
   and saves the crushed in spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
   but the Lord rescues them from them all.
20 He keeps all their bones;
   not one of them will be broken.

 Old Testament: Exodus 2.1-10 The Birth and Youth of Moses

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’

Epistle: Colossians 3.12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Gospel Reading: John 19.25b-27

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

Talk by Revd Annie Gurner for March 22nd  Mothering Sunday
Something Precious and hidden.

In our Old Testament story today we read about Moses, the well known story about the early childhood of someone chosen by God to be a great leader of his people.

The Israelites, who came to Egypt following Joseph, have become so numerous that the Egyptians feel threatened, so Pharoah  - who was like the King - orders the killing of all the Israelite male babies. Moses’ Mum manages to hide her baby for 3 months but is finally forced to put her most precious possession, her little baby, into a basket on the river Nile – maybe he will get a chance to live…..

Pause for a moment to consider who is most precious to you....

It’s hard for us to imagine a culture where one race or faction feels so threatened by another group that they would employ infanticide to reduce their numbers, isn’t it. But of course that is exactly what happened in the Holocaust, then in Ruanda, and now, today we see harrowing accounts of our Syrian neighbours’ fleeing for their lives - little children dying in unsafe vessels crossing the Mediterranean sea to Europe where they hope for compassion and safety.

Moses’ Mum gave away her most precious possession, and that way saved his life.  He was given back to her until weaned, then had a foster family, an education and a privileged upbringing but grew up to be a great leader of the people of Israel, and a great man of God.  But what a risk she took with a precious child

But I’d like to wind the story back just a bit. How did it get this bad? We know the story of Joseph and how he was sold by his brothers into slavery in Egypt and how in a time of famine his whole family came to live and work there, and eventually their descendents became slaves too. And in time grew so numerous that after Joseph died, and a new Pharoah comes to power he orders all his own people – if you see a Hebrew baby throw it into the Nile. And you know what? They refused, and the jewish boys lived.   Enter the midwives story (do you enjoy Call the midwife? Don’t we admire their pluck and generosity)

Who has heard of Shiprah and Pua ?  Their story is told in the Bible.   Pharoah called these two, midwives both, and charged them with killing every Jewish little boy at birth and letting the girls live!  They refused, and the great Pharoah summoned them – and in fear of their lives they said – O these Jewish babies they are so strong they just pop out before we get there!! Such bravery, such faith, and most of us don’t know their names….

So back to our story about the baby Moses – his Levite parents give him up to the Nile, and the babies older sister, Miriam, keeps watch and – one assumes she was briefed – speaks boldly to the Egyptian princess and offers to arrange a nurse for him. The princess has no idea she has been hoodwinked into employing Moses’ own mother. What rejoicing there must have been in that household. All because a Mother, a sister and a would-be foster mother from another class and race refused to follow her fathers cruel edict.   And that was the end of it – Pharoah backed down, and due to this act of cross -cultural kindness, a great tragedy was halted. 

Three thoughts come to mind for us : Are we the sort of people who will choose love and unity despite people around us saying just look after your own? And  I wonder how many of you have been brought up by someone other than your Mother, who has nurtured and cared for you just the same?

But also I am struck by the resonance of this story today, of that child in a basket.  Are you not precious and hidden? We may feel we are out of sight, but are we not held by God, who weaves his love around us at times of great danger? 

Who knows what acts of kindness and bravery may lead to?

Moses eventually returns to his own people and becomes a strong leader. Did his confusing early life lead to his speech impediment later on – who knows ?   When God called him from the burning bush Moses said I can’t be a leader, my speech is unclear. But when God calls you he isn’t going to let our human limitations thwart him, is he? So he replies to Moses, use Aaron your brother as your mouthpiece, but I have chosen you.  He became a great author too – the first 5 books of the Bible are attributed to Moses.  And we know that his sister Miriam too becomes a co- leader when he leads the nation back to faith in the desert. It is these three who lead them through the red sea and into the desert where they will spend a generation learning how to worship God again, how to trust God again, how to love God.

You may feel in a wilderness today. We don’t know quite where this is going and which route is best. But God can form us in the desert, and bring us into a deeper relationship with him. May I encourage you to use today (the National Call to Prayer) to pray for this nation and all who are on the frontline of helping and healing us. To read your Bible each day so that God can speak to you and draw you into his love and care. Next week we will provide a form of daily prayer, both electronically and to some peoples homes, and prayer cards to encourage visitors to our churches. Also, in all the churches  is a good selection of devotional books – help yourself (and this time please don’t return them!) and be encouraged.

In Pauls letter to the little church in Colossi, he implores them: Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. The word bind together is the one for tying a rope around your middle! So Paul is saying love holds everything together.

Now think about that person who was or is special to you. Have you told them recently how fond of them you are? How much you appreciate them?  Perhaps you just haven’t been in touch for ages – you moved house OR perhaps you have been so busy you keep forgetting to phone… Tell them today…. 

It can be that way with God too, sometimes we forget to tell him we love Him, we forget to talk to him, to pray.  But we are all as precious to Him as that little baby Moses, rescued from a basket all those years ago.
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